
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Confident in His Control”
Acts 27-28

Main Idea: When you are surrendered to God’s Will, trust that God is in control of your life at all 
times to accomplish His work through you.

REMINDERS of God’s control over the lives of His people:
God is in control even when you may be under the control of those who are godless 
(27:1-12).

Paul was not in a good situation in life. He was a prisoner of the Roman government. His 
life was under the control of men who were godless, who weren’t followers of Jesus Christ. 
While Paul’s status as a Roman citizen granted him the legal right to be sent to Rome, Paul 
found himself sent on the journey to Rome at the worst time of the year. The sailing was slow 
from the beginning, and it only got slower and tougher as the trip progressed, and when Paul 
knew that the trip was likely to be a disaster, his pleas of reason fell on deaf ears. However, in 
the midst of having his life controlled by those who were godless, God’s control continued to be 
evident in Paul’s life. From his friends traveling with him on his trip to Rome to his freedom to 
take leave at one of the ports (as a prisoner!), Paul enjoyed reminders of God’s sovereignty in 
his situation. From the very start of this story, God was in control even though godless men had 
control of Paul’s life.
1. In your life, are you under the control — to some extent in your personal or professional life — 

of those who don’t live for God? If so, share and discuss your situation.
2. Why is it sometimes difficult to be under the control of an unbeliever when you are trying to 

live as a committed follower of Christ?
3. If God is in control even if you are under the control of those who are godless, how should 

that affect your hope and your attitude about that situation in your life?

God is in control even when you seem controlled by uncontrollable circumstances in life 
(27:13-44).

Despite Paul’s warning related to the danger of the trip, the boat left the port, and 
immediately, the weather went from bad to worse. Soon, Paul and everyone on the boat found 
themselves in a situation that was uncontrollable, which quickly led to hopelessness among the 
crew and the prisoners on the boat. Their uncontrollable circumstances confirmed Paul’s 
warning, but in the midst of all of the fear and confusion, God gave Paul a word of 
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encouragement! By an angel, God told Paul that while the ship and all the cargo would be lost, 
his life and the life of all the people on the ship would be spared. Paul’s earlier warning probably 
boosted his legitimacy on the ship, and as Paul shared God’s message with the leaders on the 
ship, Paul the prisoner became Paul the leader on the boat. The men obeyed his advice, and 
even obeyed his command to cut and abandon their only life boat. To the very end of their 
shipwreck experience, God gave Paul favor with the Roman centurion, protecting Paul’s life and 
the lives of all the other prisoners. Through an uncontrollable situation, God displayed the reality 
of His control over the lives of His children in His world.
1. While Paul’s circumstance dealt with a physical storm, have you ever been in a circumstance 

that just felt out of control, like everything was moving from bad to worse? If so, share.
2. Do you know someone who feels like things are out of control? Take time to pray for them.
3. If God is in control when everything seems out of control, how does that change the way that 

you can and should view and handle a situation that seems out of control?
4. Commit to talk with someone this week about God’s control in our situations. Discuss. Pray!

God is in control over everything needed to preserve your life for His Will for your life 
(28:1-16).

Although everyone on the ship made it safety to the island, they were still looking at a 
desperate situation. They had no ship, no food, and no idea of what the people were like on the 
island. But God quickly showed His control of the situation, placing tremendous grace and 
generosity into the hearts of the natives. God continued to show His control over everything in 
the situation by protecting Paul’s life through the threat of a bite from a poisonous snake. God 
displayed His control through the miracles that He performed through Paul, healing and 
preserving the lives of many islanders. Finally, God revealed His control in providing all that 
Paul and the others needed for the final voyage to Rome, providing a boat, food, and weather 
for everyone to make it to Italy so that God could get Paul to Rome. God had promised that Paul 
would make it to Rome, and because God is in control, Paul made it to Rome.
1. Do you believe that God has control over everything needed to preserve your life for His Will 

for your life? Why, or why not? If not, why not?
2. If God does have control over everything needed to preserve life, why is there death? Why do 

people — even believers — die early and in difficult ways? How does Paul’s situation speak 
to this question and issue?

3. Lottie Moon once said, “I have a firm conviction that I am immortal until my work is done.” 
What did she mean? Is this true based on God’s Word?

God is in control to accomplish His Will for your life, so surrender to the work He’s 
prepared for you (28:17-31).

Their trip was complete! Paul was in Rome, and in Rome, Paul continued to do one 
thing: The work of the Gospel! While Paul was waiting for his defense before Caesar, Paul 
continued to make his defense to the Jewish people and to call on the Jews to believe! God 
continued to put grace in the hearts of those responsible for Paul, which gave him all the 
freedom he needed to do the work that God had prepared for him to do in Rome! Freely, Paul 
proclaimed the “kingdom of God” and taught about the “Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and 
without hinderance.” Because God is in control and Paul was completely surrendered to God’s 
Will for his life, Paul was able to live with confidence in God’s control in his life.
1. What was God’s Will at this point in Paul’s life? What was difficult about God’s Will for Paul’s 

life? What does God want us to learn from this aspect of Paul’s surrender to God’s Will?
2. Are you fully surrendered to God’s Will for your life, desiring “that” — regardless of what that 

is — over anything else? If not, why not? What can you do to grow a desire for surrender?
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